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Infill Housing Overlay  
Staff Comments & Recommendations 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the project with the following conditions: 

1. Access should be from the alley since it is in working condition (p. 7). 
2. Driveway and parking pad shall meet City of Knoxville Engineering Department requirements. 

a. Parking pad shall be 18 ft x 20 ft. 
b. If using a gravel surface, a minimum of 10-15 ft of asphalt or concrete is required to be 

installed from the street to keep gravel off of the alley, and landscape timbers must be 
installed along both sides of the driveway and around the parking pad to contain the gravel.  

3. Parking pad should be screened with landscaping and/or fencing (p. 7). 
4. Install a walkway from the front porch to the street to be consistent with other houses on the block 

(p. 5). 
5. Utilize lap siding versus Dutch lap or horizontal panels to more closely resemble the exterior materials 

historically utilized in the neighborhood (p.13).  
6. Expand the porch depth to 8 ft. (p. 9). 
7. Shingles should be a dark color (p. 12). 
8. Retain windows on the left façade as shown on the elevations, not as shown on floor plan (p. 10). 

COMMENTS 
1. The alley is developed and should provide access. However, the alley sits 2-3 ft higher than the rear lot 

line and would require infill to function properly The Committee may wish to consider the option to 
allow driveway access off of Watauga Avenue. However, to make this allowance, staff would 
recommend the parking pad should still be at the rear of the lot, so the driveway would need to 
extend past the house from the front to the back. 

2. Proposed front and side setbacks are consistent with other houses on the street. The adjacent 
property to the west is set back 40 ft, while the front porch is set back 30 ft from the property line. 

3. Neighboring houses each feature a walkway connecting the front porch or stoop to the street. 
4. Lap siding more closely resembles the exterior materials historically utilized in the neighborhood. 
5. The proposed deletion of three windows on the left façade of the house creates a very high solid-to-

void ratio. Retaining these windows allows more natural light to penetrate the interior and keeps the 
ratio more balanced. 

6. The porch is of appropriate materials and is consistent with other porch styles and sizes on the street. 
However, the Infill Guidelines recommend an 8-ft porch depth. 

7. The carport is noted as being optional in the building plans and would not be built. 
8. The back porch would be open-air, not screened in as drawn.  






















