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Infill Housing Overlay  
Staff Comments & Recommendations 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the project as submitted. 

COMMENTS 
1.  The application meets the Infill Housing Review Design Guidelines for porches and stoops (p.9).  

 
2.  The applicant is proposing an open gable on the porch façade. The Committee has approved this design 

in the past, and also encouraged applicants to enclose open gables with siding to better resemble 
historic porch designs.   



 
Knoxville-Knox County Planning  |  KnoxPlanning.org  

400 Main Street, Suite 403  |  Knoxville, TN 37902  |  865.215.2500 

NOTES FOR WEBSITE: 
This project involves the after-the-fact review of porch modifications.  
 
Proposed Project 

1. The house is a late Folk Victorian or early Craftsman-style house which has received significant 
modifications in the mid-twentieth century, including non-historic stone veneer siding, an enclosed 
front porch, and a midcentury picture window on the façade. The house no longer retains a 
distinguishable historic architectural style. The surrounding blocks feature Craftsman-style houses, 
Ranch houses, and infill construction.  

2. The previous porch was a stoop, covered with a shed-roof metal awning, characteristic of mid-
twentieth-century porch design.  

3. The proposed scope of work includes replacing the flat-roof enclosed section with a front-gable roof 
which extends towards the street to provide a front-gable roof porch. The new roof has a 6/12 slope 
and incorporates eave overhangs on the side elevations.  

4. The roof modifications do not expand the footprint of the front porch.  
5. The applicant proposes to complete the project with 6” x 6” square wood posts and an open gable 

with diagonal cross bracing (or a “wagon wheel” design). The Committee has both approved open 
gable porch roofs and encouraged the use of siding on porch gables to better resemble historic porch 
designs. 

 
Staff recommends approval of the project due to the following findings: 

1. The project restores a front porch which is more proportional to original houses on the block (p.9).  
2. The new porch design involves replacing non-historic metal columns with wood posts, which are more 

in keeping with historic porch materials (p.9).  
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