Appendix B
Clear Zone Distances

FILL SLOPES CUT SLOPES
DESIGN SPEED | DESIGN ADT
6: 1 or flatter 5:1to04:1 3:1 3:1 4:1t05:1 6: 1 or flatter
Under 750 7-10 7-10 o 7-10 7-10 7-10
40 MPH or less 750-1500 10-12 12-14 b 10-12 10-12 10-12
1500-6000 12-14 14-16 o 12-14 12-14 12-14
Over 6000 14-16 16-18 ** 14-16 14-16 14-16
Under 750 10-12 12-14 o 8-10 8-10 10-12
45-50 MPH 750-1500 12-14 16-20 10-12 12-14 14-16
1500-6000 16-18 20-26 o 12-14 14-16 16-18
Over 6000 18-20 24-28 ** 14-16 18-20 20-22
Under 750 12-14 14-18 o 8-10 10-12 10-12
55 MPH 750-1500 16-18 20-24 o 10-12 14-16 16-18
1500-6000 20-22 24-30 o 14-16 16-18 20-22
Over 6000 22-24 26-32* o 16-18 20-22 22-24
Under 750 16-18 20-24 o 10-12 12-14 14-16
60 MPH 750-1500 20-24 26-32* o 12-14 16-18 20-22
1500-6000 26-30 32-40* o 14-18 18-22 24-26
Over 6000 30-32¢ 36-44* o 20-22 24-26 26-28
Under 750 18-20 20-26 o 10-12 14-16 14-16
750-1500 24-26 28-36* ** 12-16 18-20 20-22
65-70 MPH
1500-6000 28-32* 34-42* ** 16-20 22-24 26-28
Over 6000 30-34* 38-46* ** 22-24 26-30 28-30

*Whereasite specific investigation indicates ahigh probability of continuing accidents, or
such occurrences are indicated by accident history, the designer may provide clear zone
distancesgreater than 30feet asindicated. Clear zonesmay belimitedto 30feet for practicality
and to provide aconsistent roadway templateif previous experiencewith similar projectsor
designsindicates satisfactory performance.

** Sincerecovery islesslikely ontheunshielded, traversable 3:1 slopes, fixed objects should
not be present in thevicinity of thetoe of these slopes. Recovery of high speed vehiclesthat
encroach beyond the edge of shoulder may be expected to occur beyond the toe of slope.
Determination of thewidth of therecovery areaat thetoeof slopeshould takeinto consideration
right-of-way availability, environmental concerns, economicfactors, saf ety needs, and accident
histories. Also, the distance between the edge of thetravel lane and the beginning of the 3:1
slope should influence therecovery areaprovided at the toe of slope.




