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City of Fayetteville, Arkansas: Hillside Overlay District - Best Management Practices Manual, 
April 2006 - City of Fayetteville and Design Workshop of Asheville, North Carolina 
Summary 
 
District Identification 
Hillside Overlay District delineated via GIS analysis based on steep slopes, areas of high visibility, 
location of existing tree canopy, and geologic conditions (including potential soil hazards) via the 
city’s GIS department.  
 
Design Guidelines 
Road Design 
Right of Way design and road grading guidelines for these areas are established, limiting grading 
disturbance and tree removal, utilizing cross sections for local and collector streets.  
 
Tree Preservation 
Tree preservation guidelines established explicitly for these areas, as well as home/structure siting 
parameters to limit tree/vegetation disturbance (including viewshed disruption, but entire district 
treated equally; not just highly visible areas). Lots required to preserve a minimum of 30% of existing 
tree canopy coverage. 
 
Development Pattern / Lot Design 
Cluster development encouraged, allowing flexibility in lot size (depth, orientation, frontage) to 
accommodate greater density in areas with least amount of slope, and to allow for preservation of tree 
canopy on downhill side of lot. Lots can be perpendicular to grade regardless of street orientation. 
Bring setbacks closer to the streets (15 feet), which also serve as utility easements to limit 
disturbance. On-street parking also encouraged.  
 
Terrain Adaptive Architecture 
Hillside/steep slope best practices encourages, specifically terrain adaptive architecture (taking up the 
grade with the structure), establishing roof color guidelines. Discouraging pad development through 
determining building height at lowest point of structure at historic grade, if developed on a graded 
pad, the structure is still measured from historic grade (and a max of 2 stories implemented). 
 
Grading Ordinance 
All new development regardless of size or use required to comply, site plan approval required prior to 
land disturbing activities, builders can jointly file on contiguous parcels/subdivisions. A minimum of 
25% of the slope tiebacks for roads and residential lots should be re-vegetated pursuant to landscape 
manual. 
 
Erosion Control / Green Stormwater Alternatives 
During construction and post-construction measures considered, including reduced impervious 
surface allowances, retaining natural landscape, and detaining/infiltrating measures to limit 
stormwater system and water quality impact. Examples include, directing rooftop runoff to bio-
retention areas, such as vegetative swales, soakage trenches, dry wells and French drains for 
dispersal, encouraging the use of rain barrels or cisterns for stormwater collection and later irrigation 
use, pervious pavers on driveways and patios and sidewalks.  
 






























































































